[Staphylokinase for a better thrombolytic treatment of heart and platelet diseases].
Staphylokinase is a plasminogen activator of bacterial origin with pronounced fibrin specificity. The first clinical studies suggest that recombinant staphylokinase (Sak) constitutes an effective thrombolytic agent in the treatment of patients with myocardial infarction or peripheral arterial occlusion. Also in an animal ischemic stroke model Sak has produced promising results. Despite its fibrin specificity life-threatening bleeding still may occur. Sak induces neutralizing antibodies that may interfere with renewed administration. Therefore, recombinant variants have been engineered that are less antigenic while preserving thrombolytic properties.